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History of the ITC Naarden

Introduction

The International Theosophical Centre in Maarden (ITC) has a
-'S’EU’FI#'IQ histary inwhich its existence has heen challenged
several times. Tl:lday its basiﬂ is much stronger. This Ehaoak
gives a short overviews of this history and outlonok tovwards the
future. The cumplex f‘IISfEI["_-,-“ can, however, hardly be described
in a few pages.

The 'Sﬁrrmmidings of the ITC

The ITC is situated on the most narthern part of the Utrecht
ch;am of hiills, *aaﬁd of which was ﬂush.entfamfard ower long
;ﬂlﬂstanzea t:r;g“gfatle‘ra during the last Ice Age. Most of the 'i*egt of
the country was a huge delta, with rivers, lakes and swarnps. It
ZEEMS unavmdat:ria that peupla‘ﬁved an this dry ground in
L;':aﬂmﬁﬁt‘trme& wihile | theywerexable to fish in the nearby fturmer
- in those days part of the Rhme delta - and collect food in
"ﬂwe‘ferme wet grounds. Eirwa muunﬁiﬁ aﬂd finds Dﬁﬂaman '
- Coi 'n:ut,,h'i: ﬂE’Ightu:uurhmtm aeempmuf afthat érm:e thE T1dth
e "{-g@'*’fhe fortified city of Naa‘l‘den WaAS situated at a strategic
- point at the end of the hills on the way to Amsterdam. In the 17th
to 1‘§th centuries sand was dug here for the caﬁatrucilun of
ﬂzmatefdarh The canals and low fields close h},r the ITC still bear
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witness to that and contribute to the beauty of the area. In the
18th century the area was much better accessible and many
mansions were bullt here for rich people from Amsterdam

{one of the relatively recent villa's was the summerhouse for the
Amsterdam bankers family ¥an Eeghen. The house "De
Owinen” (The Dunes) was built in 1812 by the architect Th.
Fueter who also designed a large part of the interior of the
house. The garden was designed by LA Springer and was
adjusted by D .F. Tersteeg in 1820, Originally the house had the
post address of the municipality of Huizen, reason why the
Centre was referred to as "the Huizen Centre” in the past. Later
the post address became part of the municipality of Naarden
which name is now often linked to that of the ITC as a reference.
Eoth house and garden are labelled as monuments by the
Frovince of Morth Holland.

House "De Duinen" sround 1920

The picture of the first years of the [TC is not complete since the
archive of the ITC was lost during the war and was probahly
destroved by its Trust Board. The pre-war history is based on
rather incidental documents which individual Eoard members
kept at home and which are now in the possession of the ITC.

A Donation to the Theosophical Society

After her divorce in 1821 Mrs. Mary Wan Eeghen-Boissevain [or
Mewrowa Mary van Eeghen as she was always referred to in the
T3 received the house "De Duinen” and the surrounding
grounds out of the estate. In her house she recerved amongst
nthers the famous Indian poet Rahindranath Tagore. He invited
her to come to India. As she intended to stay in India for a longer
time she asked her son to rent out the house. During a visit to
Tiger Hill Mr=. Van Eeghen experienced a spiritual rapture in
which she was asked to take up important waork at the estate. It
was, however, not vet clear what worlk she had to take up and
what she should do with the house. She strongly had the feeling
that she was to fill her life with an important task,

After she started to study astrology she came in contact with the
Theosophical Society and became a member in March 1823,
Shortly after that she met Mr. W E. Fricke, one of the Founding
Fathers of the Dutch section, at the country day of the nearby
Gooi lodge. Mr. Fricke visited the estate and tald her: "Madam,
there is such a strong influence of angels here, do not take a
hasty decision about the house VWhen time is right it will come "

Mext she came into contact with the Liberal Catholic Church
(LCC) and was baptized in Decermber 1923 by the first LCC
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Wevroww Mans van Eeghen

priest in the Metherlands, Mr. J. Schuurman. In 1924 Mr. Fricke
tald her: "The influence of the angels has much increased, |
helieve you will not have to wait much longer." She then heard
that Mr. F .M. Cochius was requested by Annie Besant to search
for a place in Holland where bishop .. Wedgwood could begin
to train three of four yvoung persons in ceremaonial wiark, The
same year YWedgwood moved to the House and a small private
chapel was built, dedicated ta the archangel St Michael and all
Angels. In 1925 Mrs an Eeghen intended to give the estate to
Wedpwood but he refused to receive this as he found it had to
serve awider aim, rooted in theosophical waork. Later that year
the Centre was visited by George and Rukmini Arundale as well
as by Annie Besant. Mrs. Van Eeghen then offered the entire
estate of 17 hectares and the house to Annie Besant for the

service of the Masters. Annie Besant accepted this offer in Their
Mame. S5t Michaels Foundation was established 11 September
1825, followeed later that wear by the Annie Besant lodoe, a
Montessori school, a Co-Masonry lodge, a section of the Crder
of the Star, a healing group, the Kound Table and the "Morld
League of Motherhood". During the following years various
active theatrical activities were established. Flays by the "St.
Michael's Players" can be found in the ITC archives.

]
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The Private Chapel in 1924 ahd 1925
Wedgwood hecame Head of the Centre. Eemarkably no formal
relationship with Advar was created. Both Annie Besant as well
as George Arundale as President of the TS hecame
honarary-chairman of the ITC . Jinarajadasa, the fourth Fresident

of the TS, decided not to accept this title, after which this
custom ceased.
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Ammng of the Centre

The first statutes of the Foundation gave as aim: "To promote
Universal Erotherhood and International Peace, by means of
maintaining and promaoting all such social, political, spiritual,
educational and other activities which promaote this principle
according to the judgment of the Board". In 1953 the description
of "political" activities was changed into “theosophical®. In the
nineteen thirties political discussions were clearly relevant to
voung TS members. In the nineteen seventies the aim was
extended to "dedicated to the service of the Hierarchy and aims
at providing a worthy channel for Their Waork. As the official

Interior of the Private Chapel

aims are mentioned in legal documents it was then decided to
describe as the aims: "The ohject of the Foundation is to foster
the principle of Universal Brotherhood and Peace under the
inspiration of the highest human values, with the will to serve the
wiorld and under the perspective of the Oneness of Life in all
living beings and in all*. In practice this means that the
Foundation aims to foster the aims of the Theosophical Society.
The Council made a clear -internal- staterment that "under the
inzspiration of the highest human values" is actually meant
"dedicated to the service of the Hierarchy etc.*
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The temporany Extension of the Chapel (1925 to 1927)

The Digaster Year 1928

In 1928 a large church for 400 persons was built in addition to
the original chapel, which initially seated 18 persons, in 1925
extended to BO within 10 days. Comments from Annie Besant to
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Mrs Van Eeghen: "MNowe, Mevrawey, | will never again say the
Dutch are slow. This is currently the place of the Garden of
Femembrance. Due ta lightning the new church burnt down on
August 12, 13 days after itz consecration and 10 days after the
ordination of Mr. &G Vreede as bishop of the LCCI It was then
decided to use the eastern part of the large Masonic temple as
church, which large building (10 by 30 meters) came in use
earlier that year and stood at the place of the current BEesant
Hall. The Theosophical lodge had its own small building on the
grounds of the ITC, in the place where the current LCC chapel is
nowy located.
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Fight the large church, & few days before the fire.

The new Church in 1928, on the left the small onginal chapel, on the

Sale of part of ITC and Foundation of
Tekels Park m Camberley UK

After the fire Wedgwood wanted to relocate the Centre to
England. Mrs. Van Eeghen refused this as she found that a
spiritual Centre could not be replaced. Later this was clearly
confirmed by C WY Leadbeater. Nevertheless VWedgwood
intended to proceed with his plans for which he got permission
from Annie Besant.

In order to make the purchase of Tekels Park in Camberley
possible, Mrs %an Eeghen bought back for 80 000 guilders the
eastern part of the estate in 1929, including St. Michael's House,
ten hectares of land, the garage and the house at the entrance,
property she had donated four yvears earlier! In addition to this
capital the insurance money received for the church after the fire
was handed over to Wedgewood, The western part of the
Centre, with its bullding for activities remained under the
ownership of the Foundation. YWedgwood moved to Tekels Park,
where he passed away in 1951,

It iz clear that these changes and losses of both capital and the
departure of VWWedgwood had never been the intention at the time
of the donation and foundation of the Centre just a few years
earlier. Az a result this was the beginning of a very difficult
period for the Centre. The Trust Board had practically no
financial means. Mrs. Van Eeghen actually needed her capital
again. In 18932 the Foundation bought the House and 7.5
hectares back from Mrs Van Eeghen for B0 000 guilders. As the
ITC had hardly any money this resulted in a remaining debt to
hier of 70.000 guilders.
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Asframa, the om}r ofd bu.lfdmg Ieﬁ

The exploitation of St. Michael's House in particular was a heawy
burden for the Foundation, and several options were discussed.
The first yvears each indrvidual vear had its own solution and
letters were sent around with requests for donations. Renting
out to theosaphical hosts, to third parties and even sale to third
parties were options freguently discussed. In 1934 and 1935 the
housze was rented by a group of Young Theosophists. Even in
18934 there were serious plans to sell St. Michael's House as its
exploitation would remain structurally very difficult and -
according to George Arundale in a fund raising letter

to all Friends of the ITC - the House was not really necessary for
the wark itself. In 1937 the House was rented by Gearge
Arundale, which rentwas paid by John Coats, [ater the sixth
Fresident of the TS5,

Mevertheless many people, including Gearge Arundale, were of
the opinion that the Centre, including St. Michael's House,
should remain intact as the Theosophical Centre in Europe. This
rmeant that the debt to Mrs. Van Eeghen had to be paid off.
Uespite the recession small and large donations arrived from all
aver the warld. In England the Camberley-Huizen Fund was
founded with the aim to repay the "occult" debt to the ITC.
George Arundale insisted that Tekels Park could only be
"acknowledged" if the future of [TC were safe. This was of
course a considerable challenge in times of recession as TS
members in England were also asked to contribute to the
Centre in Tekels Park. About L3, 700 (some 37.000 guilders at
the exchange rate of the time) was callected up to 1937 and
transferred to the Metherlands. Thanks to a donation from the
LI5A the debt to Mrs . Wan Eeghen could be paid off after which
the debt of Tekels Park to the [TC was considered cleared.

The Anmie Besant Lodge building, later hostel for yvoung guests
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The Years of War

In order to avoid confiscation by the German occupation the
statutes of the ITC were changed in December 1340, as a result
of which it officially became a church centre. All references to
the TS and English contacts were removed and even the
memarial stone of Annie Besant was reallocated ta the private
garden of Mrs.%an Eeghen. The church activities continued,
whereas the theozaophical lodge was reguested to relocate to
the nearby Drafna estate, as this estate with a theosophical
school was considered lost in any casel
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Students in front of Drafnag [T925)

From the war years only an elaborate after-war report from the
treasurer remained. Woodcutters were hired far the sale of

wood to Centre members living nearby. Home groven vegetables
and fruit were also a source of income, as was the sale of the
remaining stock of coal and redundant furniture. The grand
piano “went” for 3.000 guilders! The woods suffered a lot during
the war, partly through large scale theft. The German occupation
tried to confiscate the [TC several times, despite the - probably
somewhat transparent - church status. In January 1944 the
Foundation was farcibly abolished and all its possessions were
confiscated. The inhabitants of St. Michael's House were
allowed to stay. In July of that wear the confizscation was
abrogated but the Foundation had to pay for all costs of the
confiscation. From April to December 1844 the German anmy
claimed St Michaels House as living quarters for a German
officer and all the inhabitants of the House had to leave at short
natice. Though contributions from Centre members from ahroad

The oid Besant Hall, with the LCC church in the bacliground
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